
History Vocabulary Progression 

 

 

Year 
Group 

Vocabulary Taught 

EYFS  Old  
New 
Past  
Family Tree  
Long ago 
Today 

Yesterday  
Tomorrow 
Memory  
Remember  
Week 
Calendar 
 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1  All About Me 
Years 
Difference 
Photograph  
Object  
Timeline  
Inventions  
Decade  
Modern 
Century  
Materials  
Opinion  
Similar  
Mechanical 
Wooden 
Plastic   
 
 

Heroes 
Nursed  
War  
Supplies  
Crimea  
Scutari 
Government  
British Hotel 
Herbal Remedies  
Cholera  
Poverty 
Wash house 

 Polar Explorers 
Explorer  
Adventure 
Map 
Compass 
Antarctic  
Expedition   
Discovery  
 

Islands  
Island  
Treasure 
Pirates 
Captain  
Coasts 
Caves  
Beach 
Tide 
Sea/Ocean 
Flood 
 

Mini-Beasts Castles  

Castles  
Shield  
Portcullis  
Banquet  
Jousting  
Knights  
Armour  
Moat  
Drawbridge  
Turret 



History Vocabulary Progression 

 

Year 2  Lost in London 
London  
Paddington  
Queen  
Tower Bridge 
Big Ben  
Parliament 
Dungeons  
Gallery 
Union Flag  
Thames  
Historian 
 

The Bakery 
17th Century 
London Pudding 
Lane St Pauls 
Cathedral 
 Diary 
Britain 
Capital city  
Bakery 
Architect  
Monument  
Lord Mayor  
Sir Christopher 
Wren 
 
 

Australia 
 
 
 
  

 Shooting for the 
stars 

Space  
Neil Armstrong  
Moon  
Stars  
Planets  
Planetarium  
Rockets  
Orbit  
 

Let’s Get Muddy 
 

How Does Your 
Garden Grow? 

Year 3 Extreme Earth 
Ice Age  
Volcano 
Dante’s Peak  
Twister/Hurricane 
Earthquake  
Pompeii  
Eruption  
Tectonic  
Equator 
 

We Are Toy Makers 
  

The land before time 
Sources  
Primary  
Secondary  
Chronological  
Stone age  
Iron Age 
Period  
Settlements  
Invaders/Invasion  
Conquered 
Archaeologist  
Excavate  
  
 
 
 
 

Raging Rivers 
 

Sunny Southend 
Pier  
Kursaal 
 Promenade 
Tourism  
Fishing 
Resort  
Cliffs 
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Year 4  Deep in the 
Rainforest 

Carnival! Ingenious Inventors  
Centurion 
Emperor 
Aqueduct  
Gladiator 
Londinium 
Britannia 

Romanisation 
Senate 

Roman baths 
Amphitheatre 
Hadrian’s Wall 

Colosseum 
Fortress 
Mosaic 

Consequences 
 

Timeline Travels 
Sutton Hoo  

Shires 
Wessex 

Migration 
 Millennium 
Dark Ages 

 

Around the World From Farm to Fork 

Year 5  Ancient Egypt 
Sarcophagus 
Mummy Papyrus  
Scarab 
Myths/ Legends 
Pharaoh  
Tomb 
 Pyramid 
Hieroglyphs   
Scribe 
 

Vikings 
Norse  
Raids  
Vicious 
Longhouse 
Berserkers 
Longship  
Odin  
Scandanavia 
Danelaw  
Jorvik 
 

Brilliant Britain Innovative 
Inventions 

 Amazing Africa  
Benin  
Africa  
Animist 
Ogiso  
Guild  
Sacrifice 
 Brass  
Elders 
Dynasty  
Cowie Shell 
Merchant 
Oracle 
 Ivory 
Edo  
Ife  
Slave Trade 
Igodomigodo 

Eco-Warriors 
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Year 6  World War 2 (‘The Battle of Britain’ and ‘Towards a New 
Future’) 

Nazi 
Axis  
Allies 
Evacuation Evacuee 
BlitzKrieg 
Holocaust Luftwaffe Refugees Kindertransport 
Blackout 
Bombs 
Anderson-Shelter 
Morrison- Shelter 
Underground   
VE day  
D-Day  
Channel Islands 
Rationing  
Home Front  
Atomic bomb  
Pearl Harbour 

Harry Potter (‘Magical Beginnings’) Ancient Greece 
Philosophy  
Athenians  
Spartans 
Democracy  
Olympics  
plague  
Truce  
Zeus Loincloth  
Apollo 
Sacred 
Truce 
Temple 

 


