The Skeleton key

by Eedly Hoshwaory

Enk mng his grandporends’ doorbel ond gkemily wehed
the nexd four hours would go by guicidy. He didn't wont to give

up his enfine Sohedoy ofiernoon ot his grondporenis” houss

wihimne fhere wese no kids in fhe neighborhood., ‘

“You're ight on ime, * SGondma Bethony soid. opening

it door. *There’s teo ond coiee in fhe dining oom.*

Coke# At leost the fird ten minutes would go by guicidy. Bilc bung his coat on the rodk bey
the door and sow o strange looking ey hanging on o hook. “Sondpo Bil, whot's fhis furmy key

=

“That's o se=k=fon key. B omens the s room in fhis hovs=, " Srondpo Bl whismered 5o mo
one else could hear. "I5's fine moomi | go fo wihen your grordmaotiher fmes fo moke mes help witt the=

dishe=s.

““whal's 3o speciol about the room T Bolc osked.

*It"s o0 gome room,” Grandpao Bill said. “loke the key and see if you oon find the oom by

the= = | finh my ten.”

Erk gmbbed the ey ond sioned ot if. A gosleion key' T H looks old.” Eik decided the oldest
thirgs in the howuse were probably vsfoins inthe walk-up attic. He heoded post the dining room

ond fo the o
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Grandpa Bil ipped his feo and dhock his haaodl

Erilc knerwr o meont he wos going fhe wiong woy. He heoded bock fo the frond

oo witeere bie'd found She ey,

Erikc fhought obout fhe oldest port of o bouse. *The bosement! 1§'s the fist parf thol®s
bt ” He nushedl fo the bosement door and looked ot fhe lock. Howos differend from a

reonmedl bock. Me did fhe key irside and femed i, Wi5h o click, the door opened.

Erilc switched on fhe ight ond wolked doem fhe shoirs. The bosement wos one giont

rooim wathi o pool foble in fhe midde and o dortboord on the for woll,

=Awepome|" Bk soid.

“Evar lzom o ploy pool?™ Gmorca Sl

osied, camng doreen fha= shoirs.

Mo, Enk ol

“wied fhen, grob o cue from the rock and '8

teach you.”

Eriic smilesd. The nemsct fiowr howws were going 1o

fiy by
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The Skeleton Key &
=7

1. What it the satfing of this shary?
[Toail wivimssn ppd v W dliory bakar piveew. |

3 Why didn't Bik want to visit hg grandporents’ house af the beginning of e shanyT

3. Grandpa tald Bk that the skelaton key opened _.

a. & frunk with sacral
b. fhe Bosedmeant dodr
. el crlfic ot
d @ game raom

4 Why did Erfik hink the key would open e alfic door?

Mow iry thit: On o shesl of ined paper, wiile a coninualion of this shary. Tall whatl
mappent kom the fime Fic slor playing poal 1o the lims ha
[ el

Luper Teocker Wodahesfs - gewiucedeachereocigbepticom




The Skeleton key
Vocabulory

4
|

Choose the best definffion for the underlined word in each
e bence.

1.  Eik ond his grandiather played a garme of poal.

a. @ hole in e ground Rled with websr
b. a game where a large ball & shol inle a goal
€. ogame where a sfick & wed 1o shool balk acrass a lable

2 Grondpa Bill grabbed a gy fram the rack.

a. A bBEall vssd o play pool
bB. @ ifick used o pldy ool
€. 4 :I‘mag& Cor baresr for el Sguiprment

L Bik noficed a dadboard on e wal in Grandgpa Bil's gamss noom.

a4 sears box whers darls ans kepl
b. a pece of wood wsed lo keep score while playing dorts
. o largel mada of cork al & uted ina garme of darts

In the space below, draw a pencil sketch of Eik and Grandpa Bill playing pool. Label the
poal fable and cue. Draw a piclure of o dartbaard in the background and label it taa.
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